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ABSTRACT:

Machiavelli made his celebrated distinction between "the effective truth of things" and
the "imaginary republics and monarchies that have never been seen or known to exist."
The scholarly study of international relations has generally sought to make research more
manageable by cutting complex social realities into manageable structures and patterns—
risking a world of imaginary republics. This approach has been imparted to policy, with limi-
ted success and sometimes disastrous results. The new global studies offers an opportu-
nity to re-think our approach on global matters. Drawing on different sources, primarily the
work of the Nobel economist Ronald Coase, evolutionary biology, and concepts of non-
ergodicity, we suggest an alternative, "organic" approach that seeks to engage and learn
from complexity rather than simplify it.

56 rue Jacob 75006 Paris - Tél. +33(0)1 58 71 70 00 - Fax +33(0)1 58 71 70 90

E-mail : info@ceri-sciences-po.org - Web : www.ceri-sciences-po.org



